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Chinese Paper Mill Stole the Identity of a Brazilian Researcher

The identify of a Brazilian researcher, Dr. Heinz D. Fill, is suspected to be stolen by a Chinese

paper mill network. This concern was raised by an academic sleuth a few days ago.
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Author
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Journal

10.3390/electronics 13234659

Yuanfang Zhang (Xi'an Peihua University i 223 2255
| andHeinz D. Fill

TS-GRU: A Stock Gated Recurrent Unit Model Driven
via Neuro-Inspired Computation

Electronics

10.3390/app152312603

Zhaojun An (University of Buenos Aires, Argentina) |
Heinz D. Fill

Research on an Automatic Classification Method for Art
Film Scenes Based on Image and Audio Deep Features

Applied Sciences

10.3390/app15074067

Yifeng Shan (Ningbo University of Finance and
Economics ‘J*i M %24z [?]) | Mengzhe Zhen (Ningbo
University of Finance and Economics T4 %5 [?] )
| Heinz D. Fill

Research on Structural Mechanics Stress and Strain
Prediction Models Combining Multi-Sensor Image Fusion
and Deep Learning

Applied Sciences

10.3390/su17135778

Dongxue Liu (Guangdong Jixin Guokong Testing and
Certification Technology Service Center Co., Ltd. | 4 4E
1 FFR A TR AR IR % R LR 1B BR A F]) | Heinz D.
Fill™

An Empirical Analysis of the Impact of ESG
Management Strategies on the Long-Term Financial
Performance of Listed Companies in the Context of
China Capital Market

Sustainability

10.3390/app15052371

Baihang Lyu (Guangzhou Maritime University ) JH il
2[5 [?]) | Ziwen Zhang (Guangzhou Maritime University

InSAR-RiskLSTM: Enhancing Railway Deformation Risk
Prediction with Image-Based Spatial Attention and

Applied Sciences

J MR [2]) | Heinz D. Fill Temporal LSTM Models

Five problematic articles with fishy authorship were discovered. Dr Fill was listed as the last
author in ALL of those 5 articles, and ALL of the other coauthors have Chinese names. Most of
the Chinese authors came from Chinese universities and company, including Xi'an Peihua

University (74 % 3% % 2% B¢ ), Ningbo University of Finance and Economics (7* i I 4 %% B ),

Guangzhou Maritime University (/1 i # %% [t ), Guangdong Jixin Guokong Testing and
Certification Technology Service Center Co., Ltd. (/7 AR E STV IEE AR S 0 B
FR A &]). One exception is Zhaojun An, he was from University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.

In those 5 articles, Dr. Fill was listed with an e-mail address of hf18@cornell.edu, and he was
claimed to be working at the "School of Computer Science" of the Cornell University. Although
Prof. Stedinger, the supervisor of Fill's doctoral program, verified that this e-mail did belong to
Fill, however, this does not mean that Fill did get involved in the paper mill matter. Firstly, since
Fill got his doctoral degree at Cornell University, he should know there is no "School of
Computer Science" at Cornell University. Secondly, the e-mail address which Fill uses most
frequently is heinzfill@yahoo.com, such as in the article [1], instead of hf18@cornell.edu.
Thirdly, Fill has been not very active during the last decades, the sudden raise of his
publications since 2024 suggests that his identify was likely stolen by the paper mill.

The reasons why the paper mill stole Fill's identity remains unknown. A senior research being
listed as a coauthor may help to get the articles be published. The paper mill might think
stealing the identity of an nonactive researcher was less likely to be caught, because such
nonactive researchers may have less attention to their publication records.
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It is also unknown how many nonactive researchers are affected by such paper mills'
operations. Academic sleuths in the globe are trying to figure out how many researchers have
abnormal publication records: sudden increase of their publication numbers after decades of
publication gap.

The 5GH Team is still waiting for Dr. Fill's reply about this matter.
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